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yon buying tcgra for your

ARE this Merry Christmas
for yourself?

However frivolous it --may

aound. this Is the question being asked.
bow that the season Is full of cheer and
potentially dangling stockings, by the
most serious man in the world the-chil-

pathologist. For many and many a
parent, he says, foists upon his child his
ovrn appreciation of the artistic the bl-ta-

the ingenuous not only buying
what amuses himself, but playing with it
afterward! This, says he further. Is the
reason for such things as character dolls,
malformed animals and objects the like
of which was never before seen or im-

agined. All of which resolves Itself Into
a salient fact; novelty toys were made
to sell to adults! And what, is asked,
will be the result of the flood of "novel-
ty" toys which is sweeping our nurseries?

The- wee boy or girl endows toys with
a wonderful and Intense reality, quite
different from anything to be Imagined
by the grown-u- p. Each toy possesses an
Individuality, wields an Influence, psycho--

analysis has shown, which fir out-
lives childhood. Many a man's or
woman's craze for the unusual or even
the disagreeable has been traced back
to impressions Imparted by grotesque

--toys. In one'case It was found that a wom-
an who preferred an exceedingly ugly
dog to children had never in her child-
hood possessed a doll which she could
love and cuddle. Her mother, having
penchant for the outlandish, surrounded
her with cubist style playthings.

Benjamin Levin, and
former assistant director of the George
Junior Republic, points to. the "kewple"
f.d as a seasonal insanity which works
111 effects on Children.

"Adults considered , kewpies 'cuts' "

Mr. Levin explains,, "seeing In the little
figures expression" of thelc own fondness
for curves. They promptly foisted the
whole kewple" elan .upon their children,
and I believa'Tal salein saying that

very-teethi- child In the country has
cot Its palate on the knob at the top of
the kewpla'a head." , , - "

v Extravagance, undeveloped moral
sense,, lack of muscular control lb adults
have all been connected up with toys
played with in childhood. A woman who
xhibitedatrocious taste in selection of

clothes, and took .no car of what she
wore, played with numerous French dolls
In her childhood, none of --which was 10
fashioned that its clothes might be taken
93 andpnt on. , She therefor had no

pportunHy to acquire the habit of wash-
ing, Jraalas and madia. sua wh

was Irresponsible In financial matters
was directed by his parents, when a boy,
to put his money In a toy bank. He'
found that the money could be shaken
out, and spent without his parents',,
knowledge. A man totally devoid of in-
itiative, and whose fingers were unusual-
ly awkward, was found to have plajed.
only with toys which wound up. Thus
did the Influence of the nursery pene-
trate adult life; and so was the igno-
rance of the parents worked out.

And yet the novelty 'toy has. Its place.
"For the phlegmatic child' It may be a'
good thing." says Levin, "as the means .

of shocking imagination into his system:
In any case It Is Impossible to generalise
What is one child's medicine is another's
poison; it is a matter for study and In-
finite care. It Is absurd to establish
chronological standards in children; as
absurd as assuming that all children of
the same age have the same measure-
ments for their shoes and .clothing."

Too many mechanical playthings which;
merely require "winding up'" dull the,.,,
Initiative of the child, says the psycholor .,.
gist. There Is less education,, less de-
velopment, in the several hundred dol-
lar machine shop with everything true'to
life, than there Is in, a basket of blocks,
and there. is more- - enjoyment in a hand-
ful of pebbles from which a gold mine
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Tork city, who died .October 1J. has .
brought to light- - most assM organist-- '
tionthat has been dolnrTeffectlre and
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may be constructed or a fortress raised
up than In all the toys ever imported
from Germany.

"The poor little rich child Is the one
.who suffers inthe matter of toys," de-

clares Levin. "While the rich little poor
child is climbing the heights of imagina-
tion, the poor little 'rich child Is study-
ing Frenrh verbsand developing a most

'sophisticated attitude toward toys in
general a supercilious attitude toward
anything not Imported or direct from the
Strauss New Tork house."
' A further advantage of the basket of
blocks Is that they permit the tearing
down process, Instinctive in childhood,,

.without destroying. The story of the',',-"litt-le

boy who tore a clock to 'pieces to
see what, made It go.Js only a recount- -

of logical fact, say those who know.
That a child 'has .the right to pul to
pieces anything which It does not under- -'
stand, say further;-- the first Instinct
of the race being' destruction. The second
insunct, However, oemc wai 01 consiruo- -
tiba; It Is advisable that whatever Is
taken-t- o pieces mar be built tup again.
so 'developing the child mind normally,
i .However, there is no toy so much to
be 'desired as the one which will
thelabor. of later life seem like play.
The little 'broom, dishes, sewing basket
wiir,-I- f the little girl be truly feminine
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Impart lifelong subconscious Impressions
of the pleasures of sweeping and cooking.

"One of your keenest pleasures is de-

rived from the cookie you kneaded .and
cut on the edge of your '.grandmother'?
breadboard, long ago," said Levin. "You
never go Into a kitchen where baking is
in progress without remembering it; the
odor of fresh pastry ever recalls It It
has traveled along the way of subcon-
scious impressions and will remain with
you always.

"In such manner Is the toy to be made
a vehicle of education fitting for after
life. .Dolls are the Ideal plaything for
girls, because every womanvis a poten-
tial mother; all her life she mothers'
something. When she Is a child It Is her
dolls; when she Is ten years old it Is
the neighbors' babies. When she is grown
up she mothers her husband. But the
maternal Instinct must be fostered. Boys
must, me allowed the amusements which
encourage Instincts of manliness.

"Boys cannot go through life in swad-
dling clothes and mothers should subor-
dinate their natural anxiety to their sons'
best good. Let them do the manly thing
skate and --play football. Life all the way
through Is a chance. Why hamper the
boy with useless fears?"

Children are acquisitive of learning
through their eyes, ears or touch, or ail

jttecfiatut ano
Enomade his money In real estate,

not by approved methods of modern
speculators, but by simply buying cheap-
ly and holding on until 'the property in-

creased In value. He --refused to Improve
his holdlngaT He refused to participate

"booms." He refused to take part
la say speculative venture. He simply
songht when he could bay cheaply and
retained his property aattl tlmo and de-
velopment of the efty repaid him for the.

V aelied earitr la'awr f.. Be waald
a dft vaem his eeaetcenee

of them; though few enough teachers
find o"ut through which sene the child
learns easiest and trj to normalize
the child by bringing up the other senses
through exercise of play. A Utile irl

ho could not learn arithmetic had a
highly developed sense of music. The
multiplication table was set to music and
taught with tunes and in a short time she
was up to standard.. An epileptic boy

ho had played with mechanical toys was
given a small emery wheel from which
sparks flew when he turned. The effect
was remarkable.

"He was a nervous child." Levin ex-

plained, "and constant monotonous mo-

tion is soothing to the nerves. Another
Ideal provision for a nervous child is a
sand pit, since it Is soothing to play In
sand. Whirling, exciting toys are very
wrong for neurotic children.

"Another very bad thing for children
Is the bachelor uncle who goes Into a toy
store! on the evening cf December S3 and
loads himself up with about a hundred
and fifty dollars' worth of useless though
ornate toys for his two nieces and one
nephew. He buys a miscellaneous col-

lection of Junk which will do no one good
and may do much harm. If grandpar-
ents, uncles and other relatives would put
the money they expect to spend for the
children's toys into' one sum and allow

Crabcsmen
One of the regrets of his life was

that he could net-beco- a member of
the General Satiety of Mechanics and
Tradesmen,, because ha was not a me-

chanic. Andrew Carnegie Isa member
and has' contribufUd 1500.000. The
quiet, effective werVof the 'society

ai otherchar'ty 'did.
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.although It and been In existence several

reometrr: triaonometrr. workshon math--
ematics. applied BMChanles, physics, and
Udostrlal eleetrleHr.

eloseftte.lolutiearirarWare- - ZLMm!TIT'l''?T5rT4'!l investment. ... - year, preTlouely; The first meetings
taiaeeoft k?H1lS' i""0 CA reteraa et Hoik the Manhattan afca- - were held-l-

a the old coffee houses of New
IkYnmV SrSt SSl'ste 'fZ"L0? V -- 1W- social. Tork. But la 1102 the growth of the

eteoubVSrtffalS' 2bsW ' "MS? J?' !S2i'C fTJ -- "SyenMeaaMtloaof the . society led R to build Mechanics hall.Zr,?ELl?3 T.!i,5' ""Ml1' t,eoreeot Utter day iM? HTattoBrtoara,and - at Broadway and Park -- place, a four- -
neT.rdeB.rtMfrflmthe-auL'aiiow- k-. ZSLZZlZ .'?. -- , test nights,' aavs esesleWs, sad eeetly Hfc. tetory strnctarefamoas.for many years.

ft trnm''' ?lZ?L-- ..- -?
" . . . " paKtaovaM alssadH those of The. capacity, of the. school at present--.;rtH!L5i35S!?H 'efcosea.fTtondsVaat he had a. great U llmited.to 8,30.0, students,' with thlrty- -

iMxrTjfJ.-mZET?- ' srahaeweAea atAlweeaseiaBihlJUotv.'twoMnstnicteTa.teachrag - flftyelght...
coasted ele?!tte-ltaettV-

.T . .g .m&W! ;?W && ?&aaiaa vaaaBBeaaaaanrBBnvw r . 'r.vv ij suaaeTtiaaii nnmaia' taeawi was atrial a rnr' nniin.

New city ItSkaVr-aa- d alisaatljlto.aeed -
iacl

then

-

the mother to buy with it, something
rational might be made of Christmas toy
buying."

The influence of war toys upon chil-
dren whether It be good or 111. Is a
thing to be decided by the parents them-
selves. Those who do not believe in war
vill, of course, select tojs not suggestive
of battle; others may wish to sen seeds
of future preparedness tia the mental
suggestion route. Certain it is that war
toys produce an. effect.

'Toy dyspepsia" is a disease of the
time from which most children suffer, ac-
cording to Levin. "The average Ameri-
can child has so darn -- many toys that
none holds any meaning. The child gets
the benefit of any toy which appeals to
its grown-u- p relatives and friends as
'cute' or as the conventional thing. If
schoolbooks were bought as badl as
our to) a are. our educational sjstem
would be much rottener than it Is and
It Is rotten enough. There can be no de-
nying that too many elaborate toys in-
volving no necessity of the magic words
'let's pretend' dull the imagination and
make the body slow and Inactive."

Toys possess a further usefulness as a
common ground between parents and
children. Not for the parent who conde-
scendingly consents to sit on the floor a
few moments, but for tbe one who enters
into the play with the spirit of childhood
and as much as possible of the childish
viewpoint in his heart. Such 'play helps
the parent to better understand the child
and builds up a "chums" relation. The
attitude of parents or other members of
the family toward a favorite plaj thing
often builds up in the child's heart a
subconscious dislike which materializes
years later In family dissension.

Most, important as an educational fac-
tor, says Levin, are children's books. Of
tremendous value In character building,
'or of absolute poison-destroyin- g charac-
ter, they must- - be selected according to
the child. "Ivnnhoe," which may develop
one boy's Imagination, may sew seeds of
race prejudice In the mind of another.
What may shock a sense of color and
dramatic, values Into a phlegmatic dis-
position may induce neurotic-tendencie- s

la a nervous organism. There is no rule
which .may be laid down for supplying
chlldrea with books excepting the rule

r which forbids the French novel type of
llterature.' - 1 . ,

d. mailer man oe expiaiqeq- - or
parents. When they ''are. talked J over
among children they become' distorted
and hideous; only parents, or those as-
suming the place of parents, can present
such things la their true light and pre-
vent lmpresetona which may mar a whole
Wa- .-
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